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When the highly anticipated Armory at Brighton Cultural Center opens its door this month it will take center stage with a week long of events, Oct 23 through Oct. 30.

“I think the public is going to be pleasantly surprised by what they see.” said Gina Hebert, chairperson for heART of Brighton. 

The nonprofit was instrumental in the Armory’s rebirth as a cultural and economic hub downtown. The group also raised funds to make it all a reality.

“I am delighted to see a place for theater, dance, and music in Brighton; to see it all come together in one place,” Hebert added. “I think it’s going to be very positive.”
Brighton hasn’t had a venue like this one since the 1950s when the local opera house burned down, said Hilarie Portell, also with the heART of Brighton.

The community has been generous with giving, from money to in-kind donation, she said, even during these challenging economic times. “I think people here really see it as an investment in the future and they are excited,” Portell said.

Chances are most folks won’t be disappointed with the historic 1921 building’s latest incarnation. 
The Brighton Armory was one of 12 built across the state during its era. Before the decision to restore it a few years ago it was boarded up and being used for storage. 

There was nothing but “bats, cats and rats” inside when work first began said Jac Cuney, assistant executive director of the Brighton Urban Renewal Authority.

Now because of the dedication and work of so many the only critters coming out of it will costumed ones from the brightly-lit dressing rooms in the basement below the stage.

The new glass-encased entry boasts walls painted in warm tans and modern fixtures and carpeting in keeping with the Armory’s art deco past. The ceiling in the theater was opened to expose soaring trusses. The main floor is stained in light maple, and the original stage was restored and expanded. 

The key to the Armory’s new design in almost every way, however, has been flexibility to maximize its potential uses, Cuney emphasized.
This includes seating for up to 210 to 260 people, depending on the configuration, for theater performances; a fixed stage and additional components such as a thrust stage or walkway stage; the possibility for banquet-style seating and catered events; a conference room upstairs and moveable walls that buffer outside noise but also can expand out to display artwork for shows.
The lighting and sound systems were engineered for the space by The Opera Shop of Denver, Cuney said, and allow for technical expansions in the future.
The new Armory also has an outdoor stage facing the recently opened Rangeview Library. It can be used in the warmer months for outdoor entertainment such as live music, films, and joint events with the library where folks sit on blankets or in lawn chairs.   
The Cultural Center is unique in that if offers things not available at other venues in the area, said Helen Rodriquez, operations manager for the Armory.

Some potential uses include:

· Stage performances for theater, dance and music groups as well as schools and recitals;

· Art gallery space and large to smaller art shows from still arts to sculpture and more;

· Conferences and workshops;

BURA, which owns and operates the venue, is offering a “Free November” (free use and free hard costs) to local arts groups that want to use the space. Already booked at the Armory for November are the Platte Valley Players presenting the play “Suspenders,” Brighton Collegiate High School’s improv night, and a folk concert and art show celebrating labor unions, among others.
Those interested in utilizing it should contact Rodriquez directly. She emphasized that BURA will work to bring a variety events while trying to keep prices reasonable for arts groups using it and the patrons coming in.
The Armory is likely to “have a profound impact for the quality of life” in Brighton, Cuney said, as a cultural resource, an economic stimulus to the downtown and a long-term sustainability project in attracting prospects.

“I feel strongly about (the idea of) work, live, play and learn in one place, (for sustainability). This cultural center provides all of that,” Cuney said. 

Other nearby towns are watching to see how well it goes, Hebert said, and it’s likely the Armory have a positive effect on the surrounding areas as well.

The total impact is yet to be seen but one thing seems certain. The new Armory at Brighton Cultural Center will draw the opening curtain to new era in town.
For information on the Armory at Brighton Cultural Center, 300 Strong Street, call 303-655-2066.
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