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John Roberts has seven daughters -- two from a previous marriage, two from a current marriage, two adopted and one he didn't even know until recently. On this Father's Day, he couldn't be happier. 

The e-mail changed both their lives. 

"Are you the same John Roberts from Las Vegas, New Mexico? Were you in Pueblo, Colo., during the summer of 1969?" the young woman wrote to John Roberts the day before Mother's Day 2001. 

Although the message caught the Santa Fe man by surprise, he replied, answering yes to all of her questions. 

In a follow-up e-mail came the bombshell. 

"Do you remember dating a small blonde named DeeDee in Pueblo? ... You never knew I existed, but I do," the writer explained. 

This is how Roberts, an accountant living in the City Different and father to six other daughters, learned he was the biological father of 32-year-old Kirsten Miller, adopted at birth by a Montrose, Colo., couple in 1970. 

"If this will cause problems for you or if you don't want me to know, I will not bother you further," Miller said in her e-mail, "but I would like to know about the family medical history." 

"The news brought tears to my eyes," said Roberts, who was thrilled at the prospect of connecting with the daughter he had never known of. "I couldn't wait to meet her. I sent out a birth announcement that night on the Internet. I said it was coming 30 years too late." 

It's made Father's Day and family even more special, said Roberts, who splits his time between work, caring for his family -- including two adopted daughters with special needs and his mother, who lives with him -- and volunteering as president of the Rotary del Sur. 

In May, the tale of Miller and Roberts' reunion appeared on CBS' 60 Minutes II in a story about people who'd found each other via Classmates.com. 

According to Michael Smith, president and CEO of Classmates.com, the Web site boasts thousands of successful reunion stories -- old high-school buddies back in touch, long-lost sweethearts together again, sometimes even marrying years later, and occasionally family connections such as Miller and Roberts'. 

Classmates.com, started by a Boeing engineer in 1995 and based in Renton, Wash., has approximately 35 million registered members, including 250,000 in New Mexico, and hundreds of thousands of school listings from U.S. and Canadian cities. 

It is one of the most-visited sites on the Web, Smith said, and includes profiles and bios from individuals worldwide. 

"I've been a member of Classmates since 1999, so I have my before and after picture -- my high-school picture and my current picture -- on it," Roberts said. 

When Miller viewed Roberts' pictures on the site, she immediately noticed a resemblance to him. 

"When you grow up adopted, it's a weird feeling to see someone else who looks like you," she said. 

Miller grew up with two older brothers in a loving family in Montrose, Colo. Her adopted father worked for the local hospital and her mother worked for the schools. 

"My friends called us the 'Leave it to Beaver Family.' We just got along really well," she said. "We are a really close family." 

Miller knew she was adopted -- her family celebrated her birthday and "Gotcha Day," the day she arrived in their home. 

"I generally had a good life, but I always felt something was missing," she said. Miller said she always wanted to know the story behind her birth and her biological parents. 

In 1995, she had her adoption records unsealed and contacted her biological mother through a mediator, as required under state law. 

The reunion was happy and they've grown very close, Miller said. That's when she learned the circumstances of her birth. 

Roberts and Miller's mother dated in the summer of 1969 while he was working and traveling for the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad. 

"I remember she had lost her fiancé, a soldier in the Vietnam War," Roberts recalled. "I think I was one of the first guys she dated after that. We had been good friends." 

They split up amicably when Roberts met the woman who would become his first wife, he said. 

After the breakup, however, Miller's mother discovered she was pregnant. At first, she didn't know how to reach Roberts. When she later learned Roberts was engaged, Miller's mother decided to have the baby and put it up for adoption. 

"She never even saw the baby. They had drawn a curtain over her stomach," Roberts explained. "They were afraid the sight of the child would cause some bonding. So she went for 25 years without knowing how Kirsten was." 

Miller's birth mother told her John Roberts was her father and that he'd never known about her. This only made Miller more curious about finding him. 

She scoured the Internet, but with a name as common as John Roberts, the search yielded thousands of hits. 

"I wasn't about to try contacting all these men, asking if they were my biological father," Miller said. 

She considered hiring a private investigator but decided not to. After she married in 1995, her husband inquired about John Roberts a few years later when he drove through Las Vegas, N.M., but he couldn't find any information about him. 

"I hadn't lived there since 1975," Roberts said. 

In May 2001, Miller went online with Classmates.com. On a whim, she decided to search there. 

"I got about 500 hits for John Roberts, but only one (who had attended high school) in Las Vegas, N.M.," she said. "I was very excited." 

Miller's e-mail shocked Roberts, but his entire family welcomed Miller. Doris Roberts, who is 12 years younger than her husband, said, "I was stunned when John told me. I remember thinking it's a good thing she (Kirsten) was 30 years old and not 15. If she was 15, I think he and I would need to have a good talk." 

Doris Roberts was 8 years old when Kirsten was born. 

"After we accepted things, I realized she was a breath of fresh air in our life," Doris Roberts said of Miller. "She's been a real gem." 

Doris Roberts considers Miller's two children her own grandchildren. 

John Roberts' daughters from his first marriage, Lisa Ramirez and Carolyn Sisneros, live in Santa Fe, although not with their father. 

Doris and John Roberts' daughters -- Jessica, 14, and Susanna, 15 -- live with them. They also have two adopted American Indian daughters -- Diane, 23, and Sharon, 18 -- with special needs. Both have Down syndrome and are deaf. 

Doris Roberts teaches at the New Mexico School for the Deaf. 

"It's pretty amazing. It says a lot about a person's character," Miller said of Roberts and his wife adopting children with multiple special needs. 

Roberts and Miller have met several times since May 2001, and they e-mail each other regularly. 

Miller also keeps in touch with her six sisters and a paternal grandmother. 

She and Roberts are good friends, Miller said. "He was wonderful and open about wanting to meet me," she said. "It's brought a lot of new people, a lot of new relationships, into my life." 

"I not only met a lot of old friends through Classmates, I found a daughter," Roberts said. "To me, family is most important. That's what it's all about." 

"I think God does watch out for us," Miller said of finding Roberts. "This answered some of the questions I had before, and it's given me a sense of peace." 
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