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Diane Albert is a self-described "joiner," the kind of achiever who says she throws herself whole-heartedly into every thing she does. 
"I am the most organized and efficient person you'll ever meet," she said, with a twinkle of confidence and excitement in her eyes. 

Judging by her four-page curriculum vitae, she isn't exaggerating: 
· a Ph.D. in materials science and engineering from Carnegie Mellon University; 
· post-doctorate work at Los Alamos National Laboratory and 10 years as a staff member; 
· two years as a Los Alamos County councilor; 
· chair of the nominating committee of the League of Women Voters of Los Alamos; 
· two years as an instructor at The University of New Mexico-Los Alamos; founder and president of the Los Alamos County Cyclists Commission; 
· a member of the National Council of the National Parks Conservation Association; and 
· recipient of the Governor's Award for New Mexico Outstanding Women in 1996 and 2000. 

The list goes on. 

"I have always been very social, always wanted to be part of the community. You go where your passions are," she said. 

Where does she find time to do it all? The 40something Albert admitted she has no husband, kids or pets to distract her, and until recently, she never owned a TV (she only bought one to keep up with County Council issues on public TV), but at the same time, she said she is happy with her life. "I tell my friends, if they are going through a midlife crisis, just volunteer. You will get you over it," she joked. 

It is because of her commitment to her passions that Santa Fe City Councilor David Pfeffer nominated her for this year's 10 Who Made a Difference. 

"She's one of those people who thinks regional, not in just in terms of what Los Alamos needs, but in terms of Espanola, Pojoaque, Santa Fe and New Mexico, too," Pfeffer said. "And she is willing to do it in terms of big issues that affect all the communities such as water, transportation and economy." 

Pfeffer said he also nominated her because she is willing to get involved with people at a fundamental level, such as volunteering with Big Brothers/Big Sisters. "I'm really impressed with her," he added. 

When Albert moved to Northern New Mexico more than 10 years ago, she said, she had no idea where it would lead her. "I hadn't been to New Mexico before, but once I got to know the community I really liked it," she said. 

A strong proponent of education, one of the first things she volunteered for was New Mexico MESA (Math, Engineering, Science Achievement), developing engineering projects for the elementary-school children in Espanola, Pojoaque, Los Alamos and White Rock. 

Albert said she likes to appeal to young women who have math/science aptitude, drawing upon her background as the daughter of a fifth-generation Ohio dairy farmer and the first in her family to finish college. "I tell them, 'Look, I am just like you. I came from a rural community, too. You can do it.'" 

Albert -- in her role as a science-education specialist for LANL -- recently developed a partnership with the lab and UNM-LA in which local students can become certified as future material-science technicians. Students attend classes part-time and work as lab interns part-time while working toward their 36-credit certification. 

"I am a strong believer in early workforce development and recruiting the next generation of scientists," she said. "Why should we go and hire from outside the state when we can develop talent and resources here? And help our local economy and population." 

After getting to know Los Alamos, she said, she knew she wanted to run for County Council, drawing inspiration from Sophie Masloff, Pittsburgh's mayor during the years Albert attended Carnegie Mellon. 

"Here was this Jewish grandmother out in there, making a difference. I thought that was great," Albert explained. "When she was mayor, I couldn't help but read the paper then. I loved reading the editorial pages and the local news." 

Albert was elected in the fall of 2000, in the months following the Cerro Grande Fire. "It has been quite an experience with many challenges," she said, "but I have loved it. I am always learning something new." 

Albert said she intends to run for re-election. 

Another passion for Albert has been the environment. She is involved in trail restoration and expansion in Los Alamos and in a statewide bicycling coalition to make roads safer for cyclists. "My dad was an environmentalist, and it made a huge impact on me," Albert said. 

Most recently, Albert added became a Big Sister to 7-year-old girl from Nambe Pueblo. "It's been a great match. I try to spend every weekend with her." 

Ultimately, Albert said she would love to start a nonprofit, educational foundation in New Mexico. "I have been so blessed, to be self-sufficient and healthy and to be able to give back to the community. Maybe I can make some opportunities for other people," she said. 
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